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How to contact us
Brisbane School of Distance Education
Address

4 Cavendish Road
Coorparoo QLD 4151

Postal Address

GPO Box 1308
Brisbane QLD 4001

Telephone

07 3727 2444

General enquiries

enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Enrolment enquiries

Home-based: enrolments@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
School-based: school_based@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Website

www.brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

School office hours

8.00 am – 4.00 pm, every school day

Facebook

www.facebook.com/BrisbaneSchoolofDistanceEducation/

Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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Welcome
from the Executive Principal
Our school goal is to see

Each student succeeding through …
our VISION
our MISSION

To be The School of The Future.
T o provide highly engaging learning opportunities for each student with a
focus on Innovation, Inspiration and Inclusion.

our VALUES	
Working collaboratively and strengthening our collective capacity with
families and the community to enhance and progress each student’s
learning and wellbeing.
Dear Home-based and School-based Supervisors and Students,
I would like to warmly welcome you to Brisbane School of Distance Education
(BrisbaneSDE).
Our school has a long, proud history of providing a unique learning environment for
students and their families who are located in a variety of settings across Queensland,
Australia and the world. We are a leader in online delivery of learning for students. We
are dedicated to excellence in teaching and learning through thoughtful innovation,
inspiration and inclusion for each student who attends our school.
The school has a well-earned and impressive reputation amongst our school
community and the wider educational community for the ability to cater for individual
student needs. This approach to student learning is provided through flexible,
individualised and quality curriculum programs, combined with a focus on the very
important teacher-student relationship and Home-based and/or School-based
Supervisor involvement.
Our school is well served by dedicated, enthusiastic, caring and committed staff
who willingly and ably share their talents and abilities with students, families and
other professionals. Teachers provide daily online lessons using leading-edge
ICT technologies and pedagogies. They follow up the teaching program by contacting
students and families regularly to ensure engagement with the learning program.
A good school is not just built; it is created through the combined dedicated
commitment of parents, students and staff all working together to achieve the very
best for students. At BrisbaneSDE, our staff, our families and our school community
work together to shape the future direction of our school.
We hope that you find this Subject Guide useful as a general introduction to the
school and that you gain some appreciation of the pride we take in our school, our
passion for excellence and the performance that we achieve. I encourage you to visit
our school website to better understand how BrisbaneSDE can cater for your child’s
learning needs.
I look forward to your family being part of our great school.

John Brew
Acting Executive Principal
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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Prep – Year 6 Subject Guide Information
About learning in Prep to Year 6
Welcome to the Prep – Year 6 phase of learning at BrisbaneSDE. As a Prep to Year 12 school, we offer a
seamless learning experience for our students.
At BrisbaneSDE we believe that it is important to ensure that our curriculum engages the broad range of
learners, enabling them to enjoy learning in a safe and inclusive online environment.
Our emphasis is on excellence in teaching and learning and our teaching staff represent a diverse, highly
qualified group of professionals and paraprofessionals whose unwavering focus is for each student to succeed.
We deeply value our partnership with parents and the community in an effort to enhance and progress each
student’s learning and wellbeing. Home Supervisors work closely with children as they embark on an exciting
learning journey together, developing student potential through the love of learning.
Through an engaging online mode of delivery and highly inspiring learning opportunities, students are taught
all learning areas of the Australian Curriculum and are supported in accessing comprehensive online learning
experiences.
Our early years’ program gives priority to building strong foundations for learning and success. Literacy and
numeracy underpin learning, with a strong focus on reading development through our Prep to Year 12 approach
to develop comprehensive literacy skills. These skills become the foundation for success in each of the
Australian Curriculum learning areas.
Our Years 4 to 6 program continues to prioritise English and Mathematics along with the opportunity to work
more deeply in the learning areas of Science and Technologies, Humanities and Social Sciences and the Arts.
Students in Years 5 and 6 have the opportunity to study the language of Japanese. Throughout the primary
years, students participate in Health and Physical Education.
Teachers have high expectations for student behaviour and engagement with a strong focus on supporting
students’ social and emotional development. Learning experiences contribute to developing children’s positive
identity, self-esteem, resilience, personal organisation and independence as they interact successfully with
others and their learning environments.

About this guide
In Prep – Year 6 at BrisbaneSDE, students engage in all of the learning areas outlined in the Australian
Curriculum. All of these learning areas contribute to a well-rounded education of all students, providing the
knowledge, understanding and skills needed for their future education.
This Subject Guide has been compiled to provide an overview of each of the learning areas for each of the year
levels.

Online learning at BrisbaneSDE
The curriculum is taught by teachers during scheduled online lessons with class groups. These lessons occur
according to a timetable, in much the same manner as a face-to-face school. Students are expected to attend
all scheduled lessons and to participate in the classroom activities in those lessons. All scheduled lessons are
delivered via a web-conferencing platform and require internet access.
Interaction during online lessons is both written and spoken. Students will require a headset with a microphone
and also a webcam. It is important that Home Supervisors are present to support students throughout the
course of lessons.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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Study at an online school requires a high level of self-direction and motivation along with support from Homebased Supervisors. Students will require a physical space that is free from distractions, as well as the ability to
maintain focus during online lessons. In addition to the time spent in online lessons, students will need to allow
sufficient time to complete homework and other learning tasks set by their teacher.

Subject list
Prep – Year 6
Students will complete all of the following learning areas.

Core learning area
English
Mathematics
Science
Humanities and Social Sciences
The Arts
Technologies
Health and Physical Education
Languages (Japanese) — Years 5 and 6 only

Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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PREP

Prep
Offered to: Home-based students

Overview
Prep lays the educational foundation for all students to attain the skills required for success in
later schooling. These skills include knowledge and application of language, early literacy and
numeracy, sense of self, skills for relating to others and knowledge of the immediate world.

123

i.

English
Students in Prep will view, listen to and enjoy texts that entertain and inform, such as picture books or
rhymes. They will begin to learn to read and create texts.

i.

Mathematics

Science

Students in Prep will develop a sense of
number, order, sequence, pattern and position in
relation to familiar settings.

Students will learn how science works through
exploration and observation in Prep Science.
They will explore their world to find answers to
questions.

Group of cute little preschool kids drawing stock photo, image by petrograd99 sourced from iStock
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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PREP

Humanities and Social Sciences
Students will experiment, practise and play in familiar situations, use their natural curiosity to make sense
of their world, and develop history and geography knowledge and skills about people and places.

Health and Physical Education

Technologies

Students will learn through active play, and
practise fundamental movement skills. They
will learn about how their body is growing and
changing, about their strengths, how to be
healthy, safe and active, and about respectful
relationships with others.

Students learn how digital and other
technologies work and how to create solutions,
through exploration, design and problemsolving.

The Arts
Students in Years Prep to Year 2 explore the subject areas of The Arts. In addition to Arts lessons,
teachers in Prep take advantage of opportunities to weave aspects of The Arts into other subject areas.

11 22
33 33
ii.

ii. A Girl Pointing at a Number on Wall, photo by Yan Krukov sourced from Pexels
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 1

Year 1
Offered to: Home-based students

Overview
At BrisbaneSDE, in Year 1 our priority is to maximise children’s engagement in learning and
enhance outcomes. We provide opportunities for students to actively engage in purposeful
learning experiences that build their strengths and capabilities. We build relationships with
each student and their family to create a safe and supportive environment so every student
can succeed.

ABC
English
The English curriculum for Years 1 and 2 places
a strong focus on the development of literacy.
Students listen to and enjoy texts that entertain,
inform and persuade, such as picture books,
non-fiction and film. Students grow into more
independent readers, learn to create a range of
different texts and become more confident when
they communicate.
iii.

Mathematics
Mathematics in Years 1 and 2 places a strong focus on the development of numeracy. Students are
introduced to mathematical symbols and language to communicate and explain mathematical ideas;
they pose basic mathematical questions and develop simple strategies to investigate and solve
simple problems.

Science
Students learn to investigate by observing and exploring the world around them and by posing and
answering questions. They learn to organise their observations, look for patterns and make predictions
about their world.

iii. Distance learning. Cheerful little girl in headphones using laptop studying through online e-learning system. stock photo, image by ElenaMist
sourced from iStock
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 1

Humanities and Social Sciences
Students in Year 1, through experimentation, practice and play in personal and familiar situations learn
to harness curiosity about people, places and how things work, to make sense of their world and develop
history and geography knowledge and skills.

Health and Physical Education

Technologies

Students start to learn more about themselves
and explore their abilities. Through physical play
with and without equipment, they learn skills like
problem-solving and persistence, and become
more confident and cooperative.

Students learn how digital and other
technologies work and how to create solutions,
through exploration, design and problemsolving.

Aa Aa
Bb Bb
Cc Cc
iv.

The Arts
Through various art forms, students, independently or in groups, participate to express and reflect their
growing understanding of the world. They begin to learn art’s technical skills.

iv. Little Girl In Pink Dress Drawing On Blackboard Beside A Woman photo by Yan Krukov sourced from Pexels
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 2

Year 2
Offered to: Home-based students

Overview
At BrisbaneSDE, in Year 2 our priority is to maximise children’s engagement in learning and
enhance outcomes. We provide opportunities for students to actively engage in purposeful
learning experiences that build their strengths and capabilities. We build relationships with
each student and their family to create a safe and supportive environment so every student
can succeed.

1+1=2
3-3=0
5÷5=1
v.

English
Students listen to and enjoy texts that entertain, inform and persuade, such as picture books, non-fiction
and film. Students grow into more independent readers, learn to create a range of different texts and
become more confident when they communicate. The English curriculum for Year 2 places a strong
focus on the development of literacy and so the Year 2 teachers use a morning literacy block to develop
these skills.

Mathematics

Science

Students are introduced to mathematical
symbols and language to communicate
and explain mathematical ideas; they pose
basic mathematical questions and develop
simple strategies to investigate and solve
simple problems.

Students learn to investigate by observing
and exploring the world around them and by
posing and answering questions. They learn to
organise their observations, look for patterns
and make predictions about their world.

v. Happy school kid boy with glasses at home making homework stock photo, image by romrodinka sourced from iStock
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 2

Humanities and Social Sciences
Students in Year 2 use experimentation, practice
and play in personal and familiar situations to
harness curiosity about people, places and
how things work, to make sense of their world
and develop history and geography knowledge
and skills.

Health and Physical Education
Students start to learn more about themselves
and explore their abilities. Through physical play
with and without equipment, they learn skills like
problem-solving and persistence, and become
more confident and cooperative.
vi.

0123456789
Technologies

The Arts

Students, through exploration, design and
problem-solving, learn how digital and other
technologies work and how to create solutions.

Students, independently or in groups,
participate to express and reflect their growing
understanding of the world. They begin to learn
art’s technical skills through various art forms.

vi. A Woman and Children Studying Together, photo by Mikhail Nilov sourced from Pexels
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 3

Year 3
Offered to: Home-based students

Overview
At BrisbaneSDE, we recognise that the transition from Year 2 to Year 3 is an important juncture.
Students, supported by their teachers, are encouraged to become more independent and
responsible for their own learning. We support developing social and emotional skills as children
enter the important middle years of primary schooling.

XYZ xyz
English
Students read and write about familiar content
that relates to other learning areas. Students
read more difficult texts on their own, such as
chapter books and non-fiction information and
can write in different styles.

Mathematics
Students further develop their understanding
of number, patterns and relationships,
measurement and geometry. Modelling fractions
and decimals using concrete materials is a
crucial focus at this stage.
vii.

Science
Students develop their understanding about how science relates to their lives. They pose and answer
questions and investigate in a more systematic way, developing understanding of a fair test and variables.

vii. Little boy working at his desk in class stock photo, image by Wavebreakmedia, sourced from iStock
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 3

Humanities and Social Sciences

Health and Physical Education

Students draw on their growing experience
of the community and beyond, and use
observations and information sources to develop
understandings about history, geography, civics
and citizenship.

Students learn about changes they experience
as they grow up, valuing difference in others.
They develop more complicated movement
skills.

Technologies

The Arts

Students build on concepts, skills and processes
developed in earlier years of Design and
Technologies, and Digital Technologies.

Students participate independently or in
groups to express and reflect their growing
understanding of the world through different art
forms. They further develop their technical skills
in The Arts and explore how others create art
works.

Xx Yy Zz

viii.

viii. Photo by cottonbro, sourced from Pexels
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 4

Year 4
Offered to: Home-based students

Overview
At BrisbaneSDE, in Year 4 students start to develop independence and confidence as they move
into their middle years of learning. They develop greater competence with the learning platforms
and start taking more risks. This is the year, where the early years have laid the foundation, and
students start to come into their own.

cdef
Cc Dd Ee Ff
ix.

English

Mathematics

Students read and write about familiar content
that relates to other learning areas. Students
read more difficult texts on their own, such as
chapter books and non-fiction information and
can write in different styles.

Students further develop their understanding
of number, patterns and relationships,
measurement and geometry. Modelling fractions
and decimals using concrete materials is a
crucial focus at this stage.

Science
Students develop their understanding about how science relates to their lives. They pose and answer
questions and investigate in a more systematic way, developing understanding of a fair test and variables.

ix. Teacher and school kid using digital table in library stock photo, image by Wavebreakmedia, sourced from iStock
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 4

Humanities and Social Sciences
Students draw on their growing experience of the community and beyond, and use observations and
information sources to develop understandings about history, geography, civics and citizenship.

Health and Physical Education
Students learn about changes they experience
as they grow up, valuing difference in others.
They develop more complicated movement
skills.

Technologies
Students build on concepts, skills and
processes developed in earlier years of Design
Technologies, and Digital Technologies.
x.

1.25, 1.50, 1.75
The Arts
Students participate independently or in groups to express and reflect their growing understanding of the
world through different art forms. They further develop their technical skills in The Arts and explore how
others create art works.

x. Photo, image by Mikhail Nilov sourced from Pexels
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 5

Year 5
Offered to: Home-based students
Japanese is offered to Home-based and School-based students.

Overview
At BrisbaneSDE, in Year 5 we nurture children as they enter the upper years of primary school.
By Year 5 students are beginning to show more independence, working autonomously becoming
more considerate of peers and each other’s differences. We build on their confidence in their own
ability and help to develop leadership skills through innovative classroom activities.

0123456789
English
Students read and compare complex texts,
for enjoyment and learning, and can express
their thoughts and opinions about what they
have read. They can write a wide variety of
well-constructed texts such as reviews, reports
and narratives. Students develop skills to
communicate with others in most settings. They
can transfer the literacy skills developed in
English to other subjects.

Mathematics
Students extend their knowledge of the key
areas of mathematics, particularly of fractions
and decimals.
xi.

Science
Students learn how to look for patterns and relationships. They recognise the important role of variables in
investigations. They develop explanations based on evidence.

xi. Smiling friendly young black African girl stock photo, image by FlamingoImages, sourced from iStock
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 5

Humanities and Social Sciences
Students draw on their growing experience of the wider world and use concrete information sources to
learn about history, geography, civics and citizenship, and economics and business.

Health and Physical Education

Technologies

Students become even more connected with
their peers and the world around them. They
learn what influences them, how relationships
change over time and how to promote health.

Students use design processes to produce
solutions. They further develop their knowledge
and understanding of digital systems and data;
they improve their computational thinking.

9+3=12
8-4=4
10÷5=2
xii.

The Arts

Languages — Japanese

Students explore the way the world is
represented by artists as well as continue
to develop their own understandings and
experiences. They further develop their
technical skills and explore how others
create artworks.

Students engage in Language learning from
Year 5 at BrisbaneSDE. The design of the
Australian Curriculum: Languages recognises
the features that languages share as well as the
distinctiveness of specific languages.

xii. Multiethnic children in a circle stock photo, image by Ridofranz, sourced from iStock
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 6

Year 6
Offered to: Home-based students
Japanese is offered to Home-based and School-based students.

Overview
At BrisbaneSDE, in Year 6, our priority is to meet the social and emotional development of
our students. We provide academic instruction through whole group instruction, needs based
groupings and individual support. We foster independence, upskill and support students towards
a successful and positive transition to secondary school.

Ss Cc Hh
Oo Oo Ll
xiii.

English
Students read and compare complex texts, for enjoyment and learning, and can express their thoughts
and opinions about what they have read. They can write a wide variety of well-constructed texts such as
reviews, reports and narratives. Students develop skills to communicate with others in most settings. They
can transfer the literacy skills developed in English to other subjects.

Mathematics

Science

Students extend their knowledge of the key
areas of mathematics, particularly of fractions
and decimals. They increasingly use models,
pictures and symbols to represent and
communicate mathematical ideas.

Students learn how to look for patterns and
relationships. They recognise the important
role of variables in investigations. They develop
explanations based on evidence.

xiii. Studying is not always boring stock photos, image by YakobchukOlena, sourced from iStock
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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YEAR 6

Humanities and Social Sciences
Students draw on their growing experience of
the wider world and use concrete information
sources to learn about history, geography, civics
and citizenship, and economics and business.

Health and Physical Education
Students become even more connected with
their peers and the world around them. They
learn what influences them, how relationships
change over time and how to promote health.
They develop more complex movement skills.
xiv.

School is great!
Technologies

The Arts

Students use design processes to produce
solutions. They further develop their knowledge
and understanding of digital systems and data;
they improve their computational thinking.

Students explore the way the world is
represented by artists as well as continue
to develop their own understandings and
experiences. They further develop their technical
skills and explore how others create artworks.

Languages — Japanese
Students engage in Language learning from Year 5 at BrisbaneSDE. The design of the Australian
Curriculum: Languages recognises the features that languages share as well as the distinctiveness of
specific languages.

xiv. Crop chemist holding in hands molecule model, photo by RF._.studio, sourced from Pexels
Resources and requirements for this subject can be found on the BrisbaneSDE website.
Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is correct at time of publishing.
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