
Year 10 Parent Information Session

We will start at 6pm

Please do an audio and 
video setup before we 
begin – feel free to use 

your camera. 

Parenting a Year 10 student: 
It’s not a sprint, it’s a marathon... 

with hurdles... and no map.



Acknowledgment of country

At the Brisbane School of Distance Education, we acknowledge 
the Traditional Custodians of this land, the Turrbal and Yuggera 

peoples, and their rich history of teaching and learning. 

We honour their Elders—past, present, and emerging—and their 
ongoing contributions to education. 

This land has always been a place of learning, a tradition we 
proudly continue today.



Welcome from the Year 10 
Coordinator

Jodie Hyde
Year 10 Coordinator

Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

mailto:Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


Jodie Hyde
Year 10 Coordinator

Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au 

Carolyn Burke
Deputy Principal (Year 10)

cburk33@eq.edu.au 

Dianna Bennett
Head of Department

Pathways and Engagement
pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au 

Sarah Round
Guidance Officer (Year 10)

Guidance.Enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au 

The Year 10 Team

Kylie Cottone
Youth Support Coordinator

YouthSupport@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au 

Kirsti Ellerton
Head of Senior Schooling

seniorschooling@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au 

mailto:Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:cburk33@eq.edu.au
mailto:pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:Guidance.Enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
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What questions would you like 
answered tonight?

Any general questions - Please share at the end.
Note that this session is being recorded. Questions should be of a general nature – we 
cannot discuss individual student circumstances.

For student specific questions – Please use the QR code:
The Year 10 team will be able to follow up any student specific questions outside of this 
session. Alternatively use this link: 2026 Year 10 Parent Information Sessions - Follow up 

request – Fill in form

https://forms.office.com/r/PuinxFVvm1
https://forms.office.com/r/PuinxFVvm1


Agenda
• Deputy Principal:

o  Post compulsory phase of 
schooling

oEngaging in Learning
 Camera and Mic use

• Head of Department Senior 
Schooling (Year 11):
oSubject Options 
oRecommendations for Success
oVET/Pathway Options 

Information Evening
oCareers Expo

• Year 10 Coordinator:
o Introduction to SET Planning
oSET Plan Timelines and Key 

Dates 
oSET Plan Processes 



From the Year 10 Deputy Principal

Carolyn Burke
cburk33@eq.edu.au 

mailto:cburk33@eq.edu.au


Post Compulsory Phase of Schooling
When a young person stops being of compulsory school age (16 years) or finishes Year 10, they enter the Compulsory 
Participation Phase.

During this phase, a young person can leave school, however, they must be ‘earning or learning’ until they turn 17 or they 
achieve their QCE / QCIA

What does ‘earning or learning’ mean ?

• Staying at school, completing Year 11 and 12
• QCE / QCIA
• ATAR
• VET course (eg: Tafe@School)
• School-based traineeship / apprenticeship
• A VET course at TAFE – Certificate III or higher
• An apprenticeship or traineeship (non school-based)
• Paid employment for at least 25 hours a week
• Government employment skills development programs (eg: Get Set For Work, Skilling Qlders for Work)
• Home Education
• TAFE Unilearn
• Alternative School Options

 



Engagement Continuum



Reminders - Camera and Mic
• Use of cameras and mics is expected when directed by 

teachers and school staff
• Important to creating engaging, interactive learning 

experiences
• When used purposefully as a teaching tool, camera and 

mic use improve student engagement, connection, and 
learning outcomes.

• Understand this has been challenging, and teachers are 
working to support students to build confidence in use of 
cameras and mics.



Reminders - camera and mic

Reminders:
• Students up and should be dressed appropriately for school before 

8.00 am
• Students should be working in a suitable area and 

where appropriate, – use the Teams background feature
• If cameras or mics are broken, these should be repaired or 

replaced in a timely fashion



From the Head of Department 
Senior Schooling (Year 11)

Kirsti Ellerton
seniorschooling@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

mailto:Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


Senior Education and Training (SET) Plan





Studies that can contribute towards a 

• General Subjects
• Applied subjects
• Vocational education and training (VET) courses
• QCAA short courses
• School-based apprenticeships and traineeships
• University subjects completed while at school
• Workplace learning
• Recognised Studies (e.g. AMEB, Duke of Edinburgh)

internal

external





Each subject has 4 units, worth one 
credit each.

You only get the credit if you pass the 
unit.

The credits are awarded individually for 
units one and two. (i.e. year 11) 
(1 credit for each unit passed).

The credits are awarded as a pair for 
units three and four.  (i.e. Year 12)
(2 credits for a C or above at the end of 
Year 12, no credits if you get a D or 
below.)



12 of the 20 credits must come from 
subjects/courses that you have completed – i.e. you 
have done all four units, or the whole VET 
qualification.

Remember – you only get credits from the units you 
pass.

You must pass one unit of English, Essential 
English, Literature or Short Course Literacy
AND
One unit of Essential Maths, General Maths, 
Maths Methods, Specialist Maths or Short 
Course Numeracy. 



The basics

• You will be required to choose 6 subjects/courses for Years 11 and 12.
• Each subject goes for the full two years (except for some VET 

courses).
• If you enrol in an external VET course, you will be able to drop a 

subject when we see that you are engaging and succeeding in that 
VET course.



Common questions: 
Why do I have to do six 
subjects, when I only need 20 
credits?
Isn’t five enough?

• Credit is only accrued for a grade of C or better.
• The QCE requires that 12 credits come from subjects that 

have all of units 1-4 completed.
• Studying 6 subjects allows a ‘buffer’.
• Consider selecting a one-year Cert II in Year 11 – if 

everything else is going well, you will only have 5 subjects 
in Year 12.



What do I need for an ATAR?

If a student satisfies 
more than one of these 
conditions, QTAC will 
calculate their best 
possible ATAR.



https://padlet.com/BrisbaneSDE/BSDE_SET_Planning 

https://padlet.com/BrisbaneSDE/BSDE_SET_Planning


The 2026 Subject 
Guide and 

Recommendations 
for Success

• The 2026 Subject Guide is 
currently available here. 

• The 2027 guide will be 
released in Term 3.

• List of subjects (note colours 
for type of subject):

• New subject in 2027: Film, 
TV and New Media

Film, TV and New Media

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Home%20Based%20Enrolment%20-%20Information%20and%20Handbooks/Home%20Based%20subject%20guides%20year%2011%20-%2012/subject-guide-y11-12-hb.pdf#search=subject%20guide
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Home%20Based%20Enrolment%20-%20Information%20and%20Handbooks/Home%20Based%20subject%20guides%20year%2011%20-%2012/subject-guide-y11-12-hb.pdf#search=subject%20guide


Recommendations for Success

The school has determined ‘Recommendations For Success’ for 
each General subject.

Students who do not meet these recommendations will not be 
able to select the corresponding subject, because experience 
tells us that they are unlikely to be successful and hence will be 
at risk of not graduating with a QCE.

https://padlet.com/BrisbaneSDE/2026-brisbanesde-set-planning-e1yq7f7wxu4vr7ea/wish/Ae2RavGYDpBYQnz4


Applied 
subjects
are for

everyone!



VET (Vocational Education and 
Training)



Parent session on VET & Uni Pathways on May 20 from 6:00pm – 7:00pm. 
A Compass Announcement was issued on May 5 with the link for this session included.



How is VET offered at BrisbaneSDE?
Internal VET - Timetabled VET qualifications 

(You can choose these in your BrisbaneSDE Subject Selection):

• Certificate II in Active Volunteering* (RTO: Volunteering 
Queensland)

• Certificate II in Applied Digital Technologies

• Certificate II in Community Services ** (RTO: Skills Generation)

• Certificate II in Financial Services

• Certificate II in Skills for Work and Vocational Pathways

• Certificate III in Business* (RTO: iVet)

For details of each qualification, review the subject descriptions in the 
2026 Year 11 and 12 Subject Guide.

*Subject to enrolment numbers and staffing; RTO fee applies

**Subject to enrolment numbers and staffing; VETiS funding can be 
applied, or students can opt to pay the fee

External VET Programs 

(You apply for these through an EXTERNAL RTO.)

• Certificate II, III, IV and Diploma qualifications offered by external 
Registered Training Organisations such as TAFE at School, Aurora 
Training, Mater Education, Prestige Service Training, Barrington 
College etc.

• School-based Apprenticeships 

• School-based Traineeships

Find information on External VET options  in the External VET QLearn 
Course or the External VET Programs Padlet for Families

There will be a VET in School and University 
Pathways Information Evening that will be run by 

the VET and Year 10/11 Guidance Teams on 
May 20, 6:00pm – 7:00pm.

https://padlet.com/BrisbaneSDE/2026-brisbanesde-set-planning-e1yq7f7wxu4vr7ea/wish/mDRxWB7eoxVLajb1
https://padlet.com/ConnectWellbeing/external-vet-programs-be9cw1jv7sg50jte


How completed VET qualifications can be used for 
University entry

 University Pathways Overview
ATAR Pathway VET Course as a standalone pathway to University

ATAR eligibility

• 5 General subjects or

• 4 General subjects + 1 Applied subject or

• 4 General subjects + 1 completed VET qualification 
at AQF Certificate III level or above.

AND 

Students must satisfactorily complete (i.e., achieve a 
minimum grade of C or higher) an English subject 
(Essential English, General English, Literature)

AQF Certificate III level or above
Accepted for some courses (varies by university)

Diploma = Rank 82–87
Cert IV = Rank 74
Cert III = Rank 68 (limited use)

Each uni has different rules

There will be a Parent session on VET & Uni Pathways on May 20 from 6:00pm – 7:00pm. 
A Compass Announcement was issued on May 5 with the link for this session included.



 Destination Doctor 2026 

Dates & Locations:
• Emerald: 5 June
• Bundaberg: 9 June
• Hervey Bay: 11 June
• Rockhampton: 17 June
• Gladstone: 18 June
How to Apply:
1⃣ Complete the application form online.
2⃣ Answer the question: "Why do you want to be a doctor?"  

Key Dates:
Applications close: 22 May 2026
Winners notified: 27 May 2026
Don’t miss this chance to explore a career in medicine!

Destination Doctor - Emerald, Gladstone, Hervey 
Bay, Rockhampton, or Bundaberg

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-
NC

https://www.cqu.edu.au/events/destination-doctor-registration
https://vidaestudiantemed.blogspot.com/2020/03/desarrollo-del-tema.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


PARENT AND STUDENT CAREER 
& YOUTH SUPPORT EXPO 2026

When: Thursday, 28 May 2026
Time: 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM
Where: BrisbaneSDE (Sign in outside the Discovery Centre)

What’s on offer?

• Meet reps from top universities (UQ, QUT, Griffith, ACU, 
USQ)

• Explore TAFE, training organisations, and apprenticeships 

• Discover support services 

Extras: Food and drinks available at the café across from 
BrisbaneSDE.

Accessibility: Noise-cancelling headphones welcome for a 
comfortable experience.

 Register now and start planning your future! 

https://brisbanesde.schoolzineplus.com/form/39?preview=1


What should students do right now?
• Maximise their results in Semester 1 Year 10, to maximise their subject 

selection options. 

• Attend events such as the BrisbaneSDE Career Expo or University 
open days

• Research potential courses and careers that they are interested in – 
what do they need to do to get there? Identify at least two pathways. 



From the Year 10 Coordinator

Jodie Hyde
Year 10 Coordinator

Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

mailto:Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au




SET Planning Stages
Stage 1 - Thinking About the Future

Think about where you are now and consider where you 
want to go

Stage 2 - Exploring Options

 Explore the many career and pathway options available

Stage 3 - Documenting the SET plan

Fully complete your One School “SET Planning” module 
and finalise your SET Plan following your SET Plan 

interview together with a parent/carer

Stage 4 - Implementing the SET Plan

Actively work towards goals in your SET Plan with 
support from your school/learning provider and adapt 

your plan if necessary







https://padlet.com/BrisbaneSDE/BSDE_SET_Planning 

https://padlet.com/BrisbaneSDE/BSDE_SET_Planning


c

Steps to complete your SET Plan

QLearn Video support to help with completing your career profile

https://qed09.instructure.com/courses/105806/pages/set-planning-overview?module_item_id=2435340


Film, TV and New Media



c

Student Checkpoint 1 – Due by Friday 12 June
So far you should have completed Modules 1-2 of your SET Plan in OneSchool:

1.My Intended Pathway

2. My Pathway Portfolio

If you have finished this, email Pathways and Engagement, 
pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au to go in the running for a prize. 

Note: The SET planning module includes three (3) sections to be completed before your plan can be 
submitted for review. You will complete Module 3 next week. 

mailto:pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


c

Student Checkpoint 2 – Due by Friday 19 June
 You now should have completed Modules 1-3 of your SET Plan in OneSchool:

1.My Intended Pathway

2. My Pathway Portfolio

3. My Course of Study

4. Submit SET Plan

If you have finished all THREE (3) modules – don’t forget to hit the SUBMIT button, then email Pathways 
and Engagement, pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au to go in the running for a prize. 

mailto:pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


Great questions for students: 
1. What are your favourite subjects?

2. Which subjects are you considering for Year 11 and 12, and 

why?

3. What job or career do you see yourself pursuing in the future?

4. Do the jobs you’re interested in require a university degree?

5. What are the future opportunities and benefits of your chosen 

career?

6. Do your preferred courses have specific subject requirements 

(e.g., assumed knowledge)?

7. If considering a VET pathway, have you explored the External 

VET programs on QLearn?

https://padlet.com/BrisbaneSDE/2026-brisbanesde-set-planning-e1yq7f7wxu4vr7ea/wish/kxodWGbPLdVBZgP7
https://qed09.instructure.com/courses/98423
https://qed09.instructure.com/courses/98423


School contacts 
Concern Contact Person Contact Details

General concerns
Subject Concerns
Extensions over 3 days

Connect teacher
Subject Teacher
Heads of Department

Connect lessons or email
Email (found in Students Compass/welcome 
emails)
Email: https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/our-
school/our-staff 

General concerns across 
subjects, referrals to support 
services, senior 
subject selection, SET 
Planning queries

Year 10 Coordinator: 
Jodie Hyde 

Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Health concerns, career 
guidance, alternative 
pathways 

Year 10 Guidance Officer: 
Sarah Round

Guidance.Enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

VET support and 
opportunities

VET Support Coordinator:
Jill Toppenberg

VET@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Problems with IT IT Department student_it@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au 

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/our-school/our-staff
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/our-school/our-staff
mailto:Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:Guidance.Enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:VET@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:student_it@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


Extra Help and Support

Student Hub:
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources

Work rate calendars: 
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources/work-rate-calendars-
including-vet-and-iss

Your Library - The Discovery Centre:
https://brisbanesde.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/home/news

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources/work-rate-calendars-including-vet-and-iss
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources/work-rate-calendars-including-vet-and-iss
https://brisbanesde.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/home/news


What questions would you like 
answered tonight?

Any general questions - Please share at the end.
Note that this session is being recorded. Questions should be of a general nature – we 
cannot discuss individual student circumstances.

For student specific questions – Please use the QR code:
The Year 10 team will be able to follow up any student specific questions outside of this 
session. Alternatively use this link: 2026 Year 10 Parent Information Sessions - Follow up 

request – Fill in form

https://forms.office.com/r/PuinxFVvm1
https://forms.office.com/r/PuinxFVvm1


Need more information or support?
Year 10 Coordinator: Jodie Hyde

Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Deputy Principal (Year 10): Carolyn Burke

cburk33@eq.edu.au 

HOD Pathways and Engagement (P-10): Di Bennett

pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au 

Guidance Officer (Year 10): Sarah Round

Guidance.Enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au 

Youth Support Coordinator: Kylie Cottone

YouthSupport@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

mailto:Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:cburk33@eq.edu.au
mailto:pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:Guidance.Enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:YouthSupport@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
http://phoenixajournal.wordpress.com/2012/02/23/thank-you/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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