
Year 10 Parent Information Session

We will start at 6pm

Please do an audio and video 
setup before we begin – feel 

free to use your camera. 

Please complete the poll while 
you wait by liking the comment 

that best suits your family or 
adding the relevant emojis to 

the chat. 

How is your family travelling with Year 10 so far?

A) Like a well-anchored house - still standing strong! 

B) A palm tree in the wind - bent but not broken! 

C) A trampoline from someone’s backyard: feeling a little 

lost and trying to find our way back! 

D) A powerline during a storm: sparking wildly and in need 

of a reset! 

Other: Please share your thoughts here 

We know Year 10 can be a big year for families, so we’d 

love to hear how you’re going and how we can support you 

further! 



Welcome from the Year 10 
Coordinator

Jodie Hyde
Year 10 Coordinator

Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

mailto:Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


What questions would you like 
answered tonight?

Any general questions - Please share at the end.
Note that this session is being recorded. Questions should be of a general nature – we 
cannot discuss individual student circumstances.

For student specific questions – Please use the QR code:
The Year 10 team will be able to follow up any student specific questions outside of this 
session. Alternatively use this link: 2026 Year 10 Parent Information Sessions - Follow up 

request – Fill in form

https://forms.office.com/r/PuinxFVvm1
https://forms.office.com/r/PuinxFVvm1


Agenda
• Year 10 Coordinator:

o Acknowledgement of Country
o Year 10 Team
o Navigating Online Spaces

• External VET Coordinator:
o VET updates

• Deputy Principal:
o Compulsory participation phase
o Extensions for Assessment
o Turnitin

• Guidance Officer:
o Support Offered
o Careers Bulletin 
o Career and Youth Support Expo

• Head of Department Pathways and 
Engagement:
o Communication Chain 
o SET Planning 
o My Future Website
o Recommendations for Success

• Year 10 Coordinator:
o Student Clubs 
o Upcoming Events
o 2026 Connect Mascots
o General Questions
o Key Contacts



Acknowledgment of country

At the Brisbane School of Distance Education, we acknowledge 
the Traditional Custodians of this land, the Turrbal and Yuggera 

peoples, and their rich history of teaching and learning. 

We honour their Elders—past, present, and emerging—and their 
ongoing contributions to education. 

This land has always been a place of learning, a tradition we 
proudly continue today.



Jodie Hyde
Year 10 Coordinator

Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Carolyn Burke
Deputy Principal (Year 10)

cburk33@eq.edu.au

Dianna Bennett
Head of Department

Pathways and Engagement
pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Sarah Round
Guidance Officer (Year 10)

Guidance.Enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

The Year 10 Team

Kylie Cottone
Youth Support Coordinator

YouthSupport@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Jill Toppenberg
External VET Coordinator

VET@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

mailto:Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:cburk33@eq.edu.au
mailto:pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:Guidance.Enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:YouthSupport@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:VET@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


Navigating the online world

Which platforms are age-restricted? 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/industry-regulation/social-media-age-restrictions/which-platforms-are-age-restricted




Report Online Harm

https://www.esafety.gov.au/report?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22884553612&gclid=Cj0KCQjwsdnNBhC4ARIsAA_3hejx8lmHdoSEp0umlpJKORvvassLS8Cc676hzbSx_yXdLptI6nW6DOUaAvjNEALw_wcB


From the External VET Coordinator

Jill Toppenberg
VET@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

mailto:VET@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


External VET Opportunities
Year 10 – Parent Information Session – Term 1



VET@Brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

WHAT IS VET?
V = Vocational (fancy word for the workplace)
E = Education (learning about the workplace)

T = Training (learning skills specific to a workplace)



Students in Year 10 can choose to study:
VET Courses that are offered 

INTERNALLY through 
BrisbaneSDE.  These are in 

your Subject Guide.

VET Courses that are 
offered through EXTERNAL 

Registered Training 
Organisations (RTO’s) like 

TAFE QLD.

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Home%20Based%20Enrolment%20-%20Information%20and%20Handbooks/Home%20Based%20subject%20guides%20year%2011%20-%2012/subject-guide-y7-10.pdf#search=subject%20guide


Things to Know about External VET at BrisbaneSDE

There are 2 different ways you can study External VET

Study a Nationally Recognised 
Qualification as a ‘stand alone’ 

course through an RTO 
(Registered Training 

Organisation) 

Study a Nationally 
Recognised Qualification by 
completing a School Based 

Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship (SAT)

• There could be a cost – most likely with 
Certificate III’s or higher

• Depending on the RTO the training could be all 
online, all face to face, or a blend

• They may be a compulsory work placement 
component

• TAFE at School is for students at school, TAFE 
Online & Mainstream TAFE QLD is for people 

who have LEFT school.

• The student needs to find an employer 
willing to take them on

• Work Experience PRIOR to sign up is strongly 
recommended

• No cost to student. The student will receive a 
wage for attending the workplace 1 day a 

week (some quals require 2 days)

Potential to 
drop an 

Elective, as 
the External 
VET will be 

one of your 6 
subjects.

Potential for 
an 

‘Attendance 
Plan’ so you 
can attend 

training and 
be marked as 
an ‘explained 

absence’. 
NOTE - all 

students are 
required to 

watch lesson 
recordings of 

missed 
classes.



We have approximately 200 students enrolled in many different qualifications across a 
range of Industry areas. 



Where can you find information about enrolling in an EXTERNAL VET Course?

Students should have received an email inviting them to access the External 
Vocational Education and Training Programs QLearn Course:

Ask your 
student to go 
through this 
with you, as 

there is a LOT 
of info here!



Announcements:



Applications for South West Region 
open March 21 @ 9:00am

Brisbane Region open March 19 @ 
9:00am

If your student is interested, they 
need to get their application in 

ASAP! 

How to Apply

To submit an application for the Year 10 Taster Programs, students will 
need to:
•Go to https://tafeapply.com/ 
•Enter application code of TQSWTASTER25 (SOUTH WEST)
•Enter application code of TQST24TT (BRISBANE)

Gold Coast Region applications are 
already open – go to 

https://tafeapply.com/ and enter the 
code TQGC2501 

Full details in External VET Programs QLearn Course 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://tafeapply.com/


Any questions – email Jill Toppenberg – VET@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

mailto:VET@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


From the Year 10 Deputy Principal

Carolyn Burke
cburk33@eq.edu.au

mailto:cburk33@eq.edu.au


Senior Secondary 
- compulsory participation phase
A student is considered to be of compulsory school age from 6 years and 6 
months until they turn 16, or they complete Year 10 (whichever comes first).
To maintain enrolment in Year 10, students must:

• attend all lessons unless they have approval for their absence
• actively participate in their lessons
• submit work as directed by the teacher ​s
• meet all checkpoints and submit all drafts and final assessments

* Note students can work a maximum of 12 hours-outside of school hours



EXCEPTIONS TO COMPULSORY 
SCHOOLING

• Full time apprenticeship/traineeship
• Debilitating long term health condition
• Enrol at another school or alternative schooling 
program

• Home Education Unit



Senior Secondary 
- compulsory participation phase

Partnership between home supervisor, school and student is vital to success

• Check junk mail and spam folders

• Compass emails are not junk – please open and read

• Work rate calendars are located: Work rate calendars including VET & ISS

• Be familiar and proactive with assessment and extension policies. Look at our 

website information:

• BrisbaneSDE Assessment Policy

• Extensions

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources/work-rate-calendars-including-vet-and-iss
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/School%20Plans%20and%20Procedures/brisbanesde-assessment-policy.pdf#search=ASSESSMENT
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/students-with-additional-needs/extensions


Assessment Policy

BrisbaneSDE Assessment Policy

Spoken tasks must be recorded 
and uploaded to QLearn as an 

audio or video file.

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/School%20Plans%20and%20Procedures/brisbanesde-assessment-policy.pdf#search=assessment%20policy


Assessment Policy

Spoken tasks must be recorded 
and uploaded to QLearn as an 

audio or video file.

BrisbaneSDE Assessment Policy

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/School%20Plans%20and%20Procedures/brisbanesde-assessment-policy.pdf#search=assessment%20policy


Assessment Policy



Extensions for Assessments

Forms

BrisbaneSDE Extension Policy

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/students-with-additional-needs/extensions


Extensions for Assessments

Extension Application Form

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/student%20hub/about%20aara/aara-extensions-app-form.pdf


What is Turnitin?
• Turnitin is a plagiarism and AI checker which is now enabled in 

QLearn.
• Teachers can enable Turnitin for any assignment containing text.
• Students will know Turnitin is enabled when they see the 

following prompt in a QLearn assignment:



The Originality Report



Accessing the Originality Report

Once your assignment has 
been submitted, your 
Similarity Score will 
appear here.
Clicking on the Similarity
Score will take you to the
Originality Report.



Learn more via the Student Hub

- Video for
students

- Guidance for
supervisors

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-
resources/student-resources

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources


From the Year 10 Guidance Officer

Sarah Round
sroun2@eq.edu.au

Guidance Officer Support

mailto:sroun2@eq.edu.au
https://qed09.instructure.com/courses/131557/pages/guidance-officer-information


How to set your student up for success this year

Get Good Sleep
Encourage your child to sleep 8–10 hours a night. Help them stick to a regular 
bedtime and wake-up time and turn off screens before bed.

Take Care of Themselves
Remind your child to do things they enjoy, like listening to music or spending 
time with friends. If they feel stressed, encourage them to talk to someone and 
ask for help.

Spend Time Outside
Encourage your child to get fresh air every day. They can go for a walk, ride a 
bike, or just sit outside to feel better and think clearly.

Attend Live Lessons
Make sure your child attends live lessons. This helps them stay on track, 
reduces stress, and keeps them up to date with their learning.

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/our-school/absences

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/our-school/absences


Stay Organized
Help your child use a planner to track their schoolwork. Break big tasks into 
smaller steps and tick them off as they go.

Take Breaks
Remind your child to take short breaks while studying. Stretching, having a 
snack, or relaxing for a few minutes can help them recharge.

Eat Well and Stay Active
Encourage your child to eat healthy food and stay active. This helps their 
brain and body work better.

Set Up a Study Space
Create a quiet, tidy study area for your child. Make sure they have a desk, 
chair, good lighting, and all the tools they need.

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources/work-rate-
calendars-including-vet-and-iss

How to set your student up for success this year

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources/work-rate-calendars-including-vet-and-iss
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-resources/work-rate-calendars-including-vet-and-iss


Career Information 
The Career Information Bulletin

Career Information fortnightly bulletins provide current and 
timely career, pathway and opportunities information.  It also 
has key dates.  It is easily downloaded from our website.
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-
resources/guidance-officer under Career Planning.

Career research is available with Careers Bulletins are listed on 
the Career Planning page.

Edition 03 Posted 25/02/2026
Edition 02 Posted 17/02/2026
Edition 01 Posted 10/02/2026

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/guidance-officer
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/guidance-officer
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Student%20Hub/Helpful%20Strategies/career-options-bulletin-edition-3.pdf
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Student%20Hub/Helpful%20Strategies/career-options-bulletin-edition-2.pdf
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Student%20Hub/Helpful%20Strategies/career-options-bulletin-edition-1.pdf


The Guidance Officer Team at Brisbane School of Distance Education are 
organizing a Career and Youth Support Expo for Year 9-12 students.

When: Thursday 28 May
Please put this date in your calendar!!!
Time: 9:30 to 11:30
Invited: Year 9 to Year 12 
Location: LG 6,7,9,10 & Discovery Centre

We hope you can attend.

Sarah Round Guidance Officer Year 10 sroun2@eq.edu.au

mailto:sroun2@eq.edu.au


Welcome from the Head of 
Department

Dianna Bennett
pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

mailto:pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


• Check the school website regularly for news and events
• Keep your contact details and care arrangements up to 

date 

Teacher

Subject 
Head of 

Department

Year 
Coordinator

Guidance 
Officer

Academic Non- Academic

Connect 
Teacher



https://myfuture.edu.au

https://myfuture.edu.au/


myfuture is interactive…
On the site you’ll find…

• 358 occupation 
descriptions

• 15,000 vocational 
and higher education 
course descriptions

• 370+ occupation 
videos

• 33 career bullseyes
• 19 industry 

descriptions

• 9 My career profile
activities.



Features
My career profile
Career exploration tool to develop self-
knowledge for career decision making.

Occupation search
Explore occupations and possible 
education pathways.

Industry information
Essential information about 19 different industries 
including industry trends and employment prospects.

Course search
Descriptions for approximately 
15,000 courses. Updated monthly.



Features
Career articles
Information about work experience, 
internships, apprenticeships, resumes, job 
applications, interviews etc.

Job seeker resources and User guides
Quick access to job seeker resources and user guide videos.

Career stories
Explore over 100 career stories.

Career bullseyes
33 interactive resources designed to help 
explore occupations by learning area –
available to download and print too!



This will be 
updated 

throughout 
Term 2. 

SET Planning

BrisbaneSDE SET Planning Link

START HERE

https://padlet.com/BrisbaneSDE/BSDE_SET_Planning


SET Plan - Y11 & 12 Subject Selection 
• Year 10 Semester 1 results - focus of SET Plan 
• Recommendations For Success - mostly B or above in relevant 

general subjects 
• General subjects = Australian ATAR

https://padlet.com/BrisbaneSDE/brisbanesde-set-planning-e1yq7f7wxu4vr7ea/wish/Ae2RavGYDpBYQnz4






From the Year 10 Coordinator

Jodie Hyde
Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

mailto:Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au


Student Clubs

Our clubs are ready for kick-off in Term 2!  

Come join the fun and creativity our clubs have to offer. Clubs meet weekly or fortnightly during lunch on 
different days of the week.  Students can join a maximum of two clubs (STEM/Gaming club included). 

More information on our clubs, visit the school website:  https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/extra-curricular/clubs

If you have any questions, you can email studentclubs@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au.

Complete this form to express your interest in the clubs: Student Clubs Registration

https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/extra-curricular/clubs
mailto:studentclubs@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
https://forms.office.com/r/rkiG1KazQ1


Week Event Day/Time
10 Fun Run Day (on campus) Thursday 2 April, 8:00am – 1:00pm

Upcoming Events 

Week Event Day/Time

2 Year 10 Assembly – Future Ready Program
T2 W2 Year 10 Assembly - Future Ready Program | Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams

Wednesday 29 April, 10:45 – 11:45am 

3 Parent/Carers Teachers Interviews (online) Tuesday 5 May, 2:00 – 6:00pm 

3 Parent/Carers Information Session
Year 10 Term 2 Week 3 - Parent/Carers Information Session | Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams

Wednesday 6 May, 6:00 – 7:00pm 

5 Year 10 Assembly – SET Plan Reflections and Advice from Year 11 students
T2 W5 Year 10 Assembly | Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams

Wednesday 20 May, 10:45 – 11:45am 

6 Reconciliation Week Wednesday 27 May –
Wednesday 3 June

7
Year 10 Assembly – SET Plan Reminders – Completing Your OneSchool Modules
T2 W7 Year 10 Assembly | Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams

Wednesday 3 June, 10:45 – 11:45am 

Term 2

Term 1

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9ff8d809-7a2c-4eca-bb20-92bddc650b4f@6600c7c5-16b5-4baf-9e93-323bd8c01dba
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZDFhNGNmOTEtMGExMy00NDAyLTllM2UtNGE2OTNmYWIxZjc0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%226600c7c5-16b5-4baf-9e93-323bd8c01dba%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d184aeae-1e58-44dd-84c0-349f07314904%22%7d
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/dbb53c88-7e73-4535-a3c9-bd15697e1eee@6600c7c5-16b5-4baf-9e93-323bd8c01dba
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/e9fe014d-b685-4a0e-a802-95c513a66243@6600c7c5-16b5-4baf-9e93-323bd8c01dba


Introducing the Year 10 Connect Mascots

10A:

Coralie McKenzie

10B:

Julie Searles

10C: Jimmy

Maxim Joncourt

10D:

Andrea King

10E: Eddie the 
Echidna

Ance Deksne



Introducing the Year 10 Connect Mascots

10F: Feisty Foxes

Robert Nicol

10G: GYG Gremlins

Alana Kellar

10H: Hella Honey 
Badgers

Monica Cavarzan

10I: 
The iriomote cats

Kim Douglas

10J:

Rebecca Astbury



Introducing the Year 10 Connect Mascots

10K:

Claire Chen

10M:

Mary Liu

10O:

William Wang

10P: Cassowarys

Graham Shorley

10Q: 10 PenQuins

Delio Senatore



Introducing the Year 10 Connect Mascots

10R:

Megan Wallace

10S:

Rafael Fannin

10T:

Malar Ganendran

10U:

Garry Way



What questions would you like 
answered tonight?

Any general questions - Please share at the end.
Note that this session is being recorded. Questions should be of a general nature – we 
cannot discuss individual student circumstances.

For student specific questions – Please use the QR code:
The Year 10 team will be able to follow up any student specific questions outside of this 
session. Alternatively use this link: 2026 Year 10 Parent Information Sessions - Follow up 

request – Fill in form

https://forms.office.com/r/PuinxFVvm1
https://forms.office.com/r/PuinxFVvm1


Need more information or support?
Year 10 Coordinator: Jodie Hyde

Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Deputy Principal (Year 10): Carolyn Burke

cburk33@eq.edu.au

HOD Pathways and Engagement (P-10): Di Bennett

pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Guidance Officer (Year 10): Sarah Round

Guidance.Enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

Youth Support Coordinator: Kylie Cottone
YouthSupport@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

mailto:Year10Coordinator@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:cburk33@eq.edu.au
mailto:pathwaysandengagement@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:Guidance.Enquiries@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
mailto:YouthSupport@brisbanesde.eq.edu.au
http://phoenixajournal.wordpress.com/2012/02/23/thank-you/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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